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FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 2004–2013 
Statement 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [9.56 pm]: Mr President, before I start, I know that other members 
want to speak. Will Hon Linda Savage get an opportunity? 

The PRESIDENT: The order I have allocated is Hon Max Trenorden, Hon Giz Watson, Hon Liz Behjat, Hon 
Linda Savage and Hon Alison Xamon. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Thank you, Mr President. I just wanted to check, because I gather that it is something that 
is time dependent. 

I want to talk tonight about the recently released “Forest Management Plan 2004–2013: Mid-term audit of 
performance report”. It is the report and recommendations of the Environmental Protection Authority. I 
particularly want to bring to the attention of the Minister for Environment the great concern in the community 
that this report says some very significant things about the unsustainable nature of the logging that is currently 
occurring in the low and intermediate rainfall zones in our native forests in Western Australia. It is worth 
highlighting the overview of the EPA’s advice. I encourage the minister to take this report very seriously. I am 
sure that she will have the opportunity to look at it in detail, if she has not done so already. It is a very sobering 
report, particularly the part about the increasing stress on our native forest system, such as it is in its already 
depleted and damaged state as a result of reduced rainfall. The overview on page i of the EPA report makes some 
observations and key findings. It refers to the review by the EPA of the “Forest Management Plan 2004-2013: 
Mid-term audit of performance report” that was put out by the Conservation Commission of Western Australia. 
Point 2 of the overview refers to the biodiversity hot spot values of south western Western Australia. It is 
interesting to remind members that when we talk about a biodiversity hot spot, it is not just that there are very 
significant numbers of species that are endemic to the area and high species diversity; a hot spot also indicates 
that it is under stress. It is not necessarily a good thing to be a biodiversity hot spot; it is actually an indication of 
the level of pressure the biodiversity is under. It states — 

2. These biodiversity values continue to be under substantial threat from a range of influences. 
While clearing for agriculture has historically reduced the extent of forests in the South West 
to those now subject to the FMP, existing forest values are subject to various diseases and 
pests, climatic variation largely reflected in declining rainfall and rising temperatures, mining 
and wood removal, recreational use, fire, and land management practices. 

It goes on to say in point 3 — 

It is likely that declining rainfall and increasing temperatures, in combination with other 
threats such as disease and pests, will have already led to adverse impacts and these will 
increase. 

The overview continues — 

4.  The EPA considers that there is considerable doubt and increasing uncertainty about the 
maintenance of forest values in the low and medium rainfall zones.  

This is significant, too. We are talking about low and medium rainfall zones that are actually shifting both 
southward and westward, as the report says. It continues — 

These zones have moved westward and southward since the 1970s. The Mid-term Audit of 
Performance Report has pointed to the declining timber yield from the northern jarrah forest. 
The EPA believes that it is most unlikely that the jarrah forest in the low and adjacent medium 
rainfall areas, particularly in the northern forest, can continue to contribute to the jarrah 
sustained yield and also be consistent with ecologically sustainable forest management … 

That is a very loud warning bell. I know conservation representatives have been saying this for a very long time. 
I looked at this in some detail about 12 months ago and wrote a submission to the review of the mid-term audit. I 
looked very closely at the changing rainfall patterns and how that has moved westward and southward. That is 
happening at a very alarming rate. That alone says we need to seriously look at whether we continue to log in the 
native forests at all and certainly that we need to get out of those medium and low rainfall zones because of the 
unsustainable nature of the logging. It goes on to say at point 5 — 

The EPA strongly urges a more coordinated, integrated management of dieback throughout the 
State, not just in the forest regions 

The dieback impact is also huge in that forest area. The overview continues — 
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6. The Mid-Term Audit of Performance Report indicates that a number of key guidelines 
required as part of the implementation of the FMP have yet to be completed and approved, 
despite the FMP requiring these plans to be completed within 2 years of approval (i.e. by 
2006). The lack of these approved guidelines is a major problem and compounds the limited 
legal capacity of the Conservation Commission to require compliance with the approved FMP. 

There was a problem with compliance as well. The overview continues — 

7. Governance arrangements related to planning and management of the forest regions need to be 
reviewed and modified, with the objective of clearly defining responsibilities and compliance 
roles. The current statutory roles of the Conservation Commission, the Department of 
Conservation and Environment (DEC) and the Forest Products Commission (FPC) are not 
effective in ensuring delivery of and compliance with the approved FMP.  

That is worth emphasising. This is again something I have been working on for the past 18 months. The statutory 
roles of the different departments and the commission are not effective in ensuring delivery of and compliance 
with the approved forest management plan. Even if we agreed with the forest management plan, we are not 
actually ensuring that it delivers. It goes on — 

Key issues are the capacity of the Conservation Commission to require compliance, and the 
relationship between DEC, FPC and FPC’s contractors. 

8.  The Wungong Catchment trial being undertaken by the Water Corporation has coincided with 
a series of low rainfall years and these are likely to have significantly affected the results of the 
trial so far. The EPA considers the trial objectives should more strongly align protection of 
biodiversity values with water production. 

9. The next FMP is due to be prepared and approved by January 2014. Work on this should 
commence as soon as possible. Matters that the EPA considers need to be addressed during 
preparation of the next FMP include: 

• The implications to the health of the forest ecosystems under changing conditions, 
including a drying climate, in the short to long term; 

• Whether continued logging in the low and adjacent medium rainfall zones, especially 
in the northern forest, would meet ESFM principles and objectives; 

• Governance over forest planning, management and operations – the existing statutory 
roles and responsibilities of the Conservation Commission, the DEC and the FPC in 
relation to the FMP need to be reviewed and improved; 

• Compliance by contractors with the FMP, and their relationship with FPC in terms of 
compliance and enforcement; 

• The environmental implications of whole bole logging and removal in the jarrah 
forest (e.g. Yabberup block) and whether the impacts arising from that approach have 
been adequately considered, including public concern; 

• A review of silvicultural policies and practices within an ESFM framework that 
reflects current and reasonably foreseeable environmental conditions, including the 
practice of ‘notching’ of trees and aesthetic and conservation implications of different 
thinning regimes; 

 … 

• Improving the application of Fauna Habitat Zones and the importance of ecological 
linkages through State Forest areas — 

I remind the minister of matters that myself and others have raised in relation to — 

Hon Donna Faragher: Warrup block. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Thank you, minister; you know it well!  

The question of fauna habitat zones and the importance of ecological linkages are pertinent to that block. We 
need to be taking a much more precautionary approach. The report goes on to say — 

• Under a drying climate, whether management of the forest to promote higher stream 
flows for water supply is realistic and environmentally desirable (e.g. Wungong 
catchment trial and research); 
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• The full impacts and management of forest diseases, including all phytophthora 
species in jarrah, marri and tuart forest and armillaria in karri forest, and other pests; 

 … 

• Genuine and effective public involvement in the process. 

This is a very important report. I encourage members to consider it very carefully. This is a report of the 
Environmental Protection Authority. It is the most significant comment on a need to rethink whether what we are 
doing in our native forests is sustainable in terms of extraction. I suggest to members this is the point at which 
we say no further logging in the medium and low rainfall areas. We need a complete review of whether logging 
in native forests is sustainable at all. It is interesting that this report says that the current controls are not 
sufficient to ensure that we are complying with existing forest management plans. I want to acknowledge the 
enormous work that was done by the Conservation Council of Western Australia and the Western Australian 
Forest Alliance in contributing to this review. I think they have done a magnificent job in bringing this matter to 
public notice. 
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